
June 15, 2014     2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

you all.   
 

Paul loved the Corinthians but they sure did cause him some headaches.  One of the biggest troubles that they 

had was from some men who referred to themselves as the "super-apostles."  They said that Paul wasn’t a very 

impressive speaker and that he was timid.  They accused him of being fickle when he was unable to visit them 

when he said he would.  They were constantly attacking Paul and ridiculing him for one thing after another 

while he was gone.  Instead of getting rid of these “super-apostles,” the Corinthians let them bad mouth Paul.  

They seemed to appeal to the attitude of the congregation as they were apt to hold one leader vs. another; kind 

of how two people might compare coaches.  This second letter to the Corinthians; the letter for consideration 

today; has Paul addressing their complaints and defending himself, trying to bring the Corinthians back together 

with him; to restore the trust they had in Paul and restore their relationship with him and more importantly with 

their Lord.   

 

This last verse would be easy to overlook.  We hear it often; and we also take it for granted.  It is much more 

than a "ya'all have a great day".  If you think about it, through this simple blessing we have the substance and 

source for all life and fellowship with God and the only way that any of us can hope to get along and grow 

together.   

 

This is what we need in this world - a true and genuine type of unity; a miraculous type of unity that connects us 

together, especially in a world that is splintering apart at the seams.  I think about that a lot, how we are so 

splintered in our society and growing further and further apart; how easy it is for Satan to separate you and have 

his way with you.  When I finally am able to catch up with a member that hasn’t been around in quite some 

time; it is truly sad to see where they’ve been and what they’ve sometimes gotten themselves into.  Satan is 

laughing.  This is not how God designed it.  We need this powerful blessing from the Trinity more than ever.   

 

Paul speaks of three specific and special blessings that we receive from the Trinity.  He uses the definite article 

in front of each blessing that we receive:  THE grace, THE love, and THE fellowship.  It reminds of people that 

graduate from THE Ohio State University.  What do they mean by that?  In their own biased way they mean 

there is only one, and it is exceptional.  With our Triune God, the exceptionalism is real.  It is a one of a kind 

grace, love and fellowship that you can have nowhere else; not from any other type of god or religion; the kind 

that lasts into eternity.   

 

The Powerful Blessing from the Trinity 

 

I. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

First and foremost Paul mentions THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace refers to God’s undeserved love 

which prompts Him to give a gift to someone who doesn’t deserve it.  It is unique to Christianity, as every other 

religion makes you earn your place.  Grace can refer a variety of different gifts.  Paul referred to his commission 

to preach Christ as a gift of grace.  (Ephesians 3:8)  But this grace that Paul blesses the Corinthians was 

different.  It wasn’t connected with the ability for them to do something.  It came from Christ and was 

completely connected to Him and His work alone.   

 

When Paul says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you,” He is referring to all that Jesus did for us 

and for our salvation; all of the suffering He went through on the cross for us; and gives to us freely through 

faith.  He is the way through which we have access to God; the One who took on flesh to become us.  He is 

God’s grace.  For instance, in Ephesians 2 Paul says that God “has freely given us (his glorious grace) in the 

One he loves.”   

 



Grace is more than just an attitude or a feeling that God has about us; it is an attitude that prompts Him to ACT.  

His justice wouldn’t allow Him to graciously allow us into heaven without a sacrifice being made and without 

the law being kept.  So – IN GRACE and BY His Grace He was moved to action; by sending Christ to satisfy 

that justice without damning each and every one of us to hell.   Graciously God sent Christ to die for our sins 

even though we didn’t deserve it.  (Gal. 2:21) God's grace resulted in the active gift of Jesus sacrificial death; 

which gives us forgiveness and righteousness.   

 

If you ready through Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, it seems they were more concerned with the other gifts 

from God; the ability to speak in tongues or to prophecy.  They were so wrapped up in these gifts that life 

became a competition for who could get the most impressive gifts from God.  Instead of just appreciating the 

full and free grace of forgiveness, they wanted other gifts.   

 

When we went to Mexico ago we had the opportunity to go snorkeling in a little cove off of the ocean.  We 

were given snorkels and goggles.  So we had the greatest time swimming throughout the cove; exploring one 

fish after another and one reef on top of another.  We were exhausted after it all; but it was truly wonderful.  Let 

that cove be an illustration of Christ and His grace. 

 

Imagine if we had just gotten some floatation devices and just laid on the water for that excursion in Mexico; 

looking up at the sky.  Now, the sky is beautiful.  But if we had only focused on the sky, we would have missed 

all the unique beauty that was beneath us; that we could only find there.  That is the way it is for those who fail 

to really study how gracious God is to them; because they never really realize how sinful they are and they 

never delve into Christ like they could.   They float on top of grace and never dive down into the Word.  They 

imagine themselves to have a little bit of sin here or there; but nothing too bad.  So their Jesus is nothing more 

than someone who can just help in the really tough times or for the “really big” sins.  Instead of continuing to 

receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper for the much needed forgiveness, they float through life and keep 

focused on everything but Christ.  Is it any wonder that they get burned out by life?  They get angry and 

irritable because their eyes are elsewhere.  Don’t forget to keep in the grace of Christ.  Get into the word.  Read 

the Gospels.  Follow the life of Christ at church through the church year as we go from Advent to Pentecost.  

See what Christ did for you; how patient He was the disciples; how determined He was to die; how glorious it 

was for Him to rise; all for you.   

 

II. The love of God 

 

Today’s is Father’s day.  Today we see how we also need God the Father’s love.  When you read through the 

Gospels it isn’t hard to see how the Father was intimately involved with our salvation as well.  Jesus was 

constantly praying to Him and going to Him for direction.  The Father sent the Son to die for our sins.  So His 

love for you is no less than the sons.  John wrote, “God is love.”  Love is more than a characteristic of God the 

Father.  It is what drives everything He does.   

 

Think of things that you love.  You love the kisses and hugs of your child.  You love the taste of chocolate.  

You love cheering for your favorite team.   It can be exhilarating.   It can be expensive and time consuming; 

especially when you love a team that is no good or a person that can give you headaches.  It can bring joy and 

anger, fun and danger.   

 

God has chosen to love us, and this love is not an easy thing for Him.  Think of the special relationship He 

established with the Israelites in the Old Testament; all so that He could send the Savior through them.  He 

delighted in them at times, but more often than not they caused Him much sorrow and anger.  One Psalm even 

mentioned God’s hatred of them for their sins.  Think of how often we do the same to Him?  In an unreasonable 

and yet consistent way He kept reaching out to them; trying to bring them back.  Even when He sent them into 

captivity under the Assyrians and the Babylonians, He did it in the hopes of winning back their love through 

their repentance.  It was a dedicated love.   

 



Finally, after having chopped off their nations; He still sent His Son to be born through the Virgin Mary in 

Bethlehem.  In that Son the Father showed us the full extent of His love.  What does that have to do with the 

Father?  How much did He love us?  So much that He was willing to sacrifice His own Son for our sins.  Who 

was it that answered His prayer in the Garden?  It was the Father who sent the Son to the cross.  It was the 

Father who put His Son through His wrath and hell.  It was the Father who accepted the Son’s sacrifice.  Why?  

Out of LOVE for us; so that we could be holy in His sight.  So this love of God is shown in His seeking the 

ultimate good of those He loves; no matter what it cost Him; even the suffering and death of His Son. 

 

When Paul blessed the Corinthians with the love of God; and when you are blessed with the love of God; 

understand what it is.  It is a passionate love; not in the sense of romance and sexual attraction; but in the sense 

of a strong desire for our salvation.  It is a love that desires to save you from His wrath in hell; to rescue from 

Satan; and to keep you from falling from the faith.  It is a love that is willing to do what is best for you; whether 

you recognize it or not; whether you appreciate it or not; in the hope to melt your heart and bring you to 

repentance and faith.  It is a love that gets angry; a love that is willing to make you suffer; a love that will do 

painful things and suffer painful things in order to keep you focused on Christ.   

 

Some people get angry at God for His love.  They might call Him a stalker or a terrorist for the way He treated 

the Israelites.  They’d rather God leave them alone.  God have mercy on them!   If there’s any kind of love we 

need; it is the love of God in Christ.   

 

When you have God’s love you have no promises of success and power; not in this world.  You have no 

promises of ease and comfort.  You have the promise of forgiveness and salvation in Christ.  You have the 

promise of the resurrection to eternal life.  You have the promise that no matter what happens will work out for 

your eternal salvation.  Beyond that; all bets are off.  Beyond that you don’t need anything else.  You don’t need 

your mom or dad’s love.  You don’t need a child’s love or a spouse’s love; not when you have the love of God.   

 

It’s that kind of love that enables us to love in a Godly way; not based on whether people are loveable or not; 

but simply because God loves them and wants them saved.   It would enable the Corinthians to stop listening to 

people slander Paul.  It is what enables us and motivates us to sacrificially love each other; to bind us together.   

 

III. The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

 

All of this grace and love cannot be ours if the Holy Spirit doesn’t open our hearts and minds to know and 

believe and appreciate it and see it for how beautiful it really is.  So Paul blessed the Corinthians with the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Think about that term: fellowship.  It takes time to establish a strong fellowship together.  After an initial 

meeting, you might decide that you could perhaps get along with someone.  Maybe you’d go out for a few 

beers.  You have similar interests.  You like his sense of humor.  Then you get to know the person a little better 

and you might say to yourself, “Maybe not.”  Perhaps, over time, with a new spouse or children; the 

relationship wanes and you naturally lose contact.  Tight fellowship is hard to come by.  I personally only keep 

contact with one friend from high school and perhaps two people from the seminary, and less than a handful of 

people from Topeka.   Such is life.   I’m focused on my wife, my family and you.  It’s a rare thing to be able to 

establish a fellowship for life.  It takes time and effort to keep up with people after you move apart.   

 

When the Holy Spirit moves into your soul; it isn’t meant to be like that.   There is no moving apart.  This is 

meant to be for eternity.  I think of those parents who bring their children in to be baptized; do they realize what 

that baptism is meant to do for the child; just in the gift of the Holy Spirit?   

 

I can’t imagine how difficult it is for the Holy Spirit to dwell in us; to have to constantly fight against our 

thoughts and emotions; to work through us and against our sinful impulses.  Sometimes we struggle against 

Him.  We don’t like to fight.  We are lazy.  We want to give in.  Many tell Him to get out.  They don’t like the 



fellowship that He brings.   They don’t like the guilt.  They don’t want to battle.  But they don’t think about the 

benefits of this fellowship.  He is the One who keeps bringing us to Christ; who keeps telling us our sins are 

forgiven; who keeps comforting us with the resurrection.  He is the One who comforts us when we are worried 

about sickness or disease.  He is the One who keeps us from falling into harmful sins and gets us to appreciate 

His laws and repent of our sins.  He is the One who patiently sticks with us even when we make it nearly 

impossible for Him.  He is the One who draws us to keep listening to the Word and praying to Him for more 

blessings.  This fellowship of the Holy Spirit, it is a life altering thing .  It is a good and gracious gift of love 

from God.  

 

This is what Paul blessed the Corinthians with.   The one of a kind fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

That’s why he wrote the Word to them.  That’s why they were baptized.  That’s why he taught them of the 

Lord's Supper – so that the Holy Spirit could keep giving them Christ.  He wanted the Holy Spirit to work 

through their hearts so they could see that Paul wasn’t their enemy.  He wanted them to stop listening to the 

slander of the “super-apostles” – so they could focus on the love of Christ together.   

 

So we have this same Word and this same sacrament to bring us together; to unite us under one Head; one Lord; 

one Savior; one hope.  This is why we commune here.  This is why we baptize here; to stay united to Christ and 

His grace; to stay in the love of the Father; to keep bonded with the Holy Spirit; so that we don’t drift apart; and 

more importantly – so we don’t end up eternally separated from Him; abandoned with the demons in hell.   

 

This blessing of the Holy Trinity: His grace, love and fellowship: it is what we need to live.  It’s what we need 

to get along and survive together.  It’s what we need for forgiveness and eternal life.  It is a one of a kind thing; 

a fellowship that you will find nowhere else.  It has the power to bring young and old together; those with their 

lives together and those with their lives falling apart; it brings the good, the bad and the ugly under one Head 

and one Lord and one Savior and covers us all in the same grace through the same baptism with the same 

holiness and forgiveness.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  Amen.  


